
27 Cottonwood  Emporia, KS 66801  

Office Hours: M-Th 8:00 am - 4:00 pm, Friday 9:00 am - 1:00 pm     www.shemporia.org      

Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Catholic Church & School 
The Memo 

 December 14 - 15, 2019 

 

 

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;  

and your neighbor as yourself." (Luke 10:27)  

Vespers at 5 p.m. 
Blessing of Projects at 5:30 p.m. 

Parish Pot-Luck at 6 p.m. 

 
December 17 at 7 p.m. 

Sacred Heart 

Parishioners are asked to bring a side dish for the pot-luck.   

The parish will provide the meat.   
The Altar Society will provide dessert.   

We look forward to celebrating the completion of our Capital Campaign with the parish! 
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Bulletin Announcements are due by Noon, Monday to appear in next week’s bulletin.  Thank you!   

 

December 15 
Vespers with  

Archbishop Naumann 
5 p.m. 

 

December 18 
Mass at 8:15 a.m. not 5:30 p.m. 

No Confessions 
 

December 24 
Christmas Eve 

4:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 8:30 p.m. 
 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

10 a.m. 
 

December 26 
No weekday Mass 

 

December 31 
Vigil of Holy Mary, Mother of God 

6 p.m. 
 

January 1 
Holy Mary, Mother of God 

Holy Day of Obligation 
10 a.m. 

When we feed the hungry, take care of the sick, and welcome the stranger,  

we are also serving Jesus himself.  Your donation to the Christmas collection will help Catholic Charities of 
Northeast Kansas provide programs & services to people in need throughout all 21 counties  

of the Archdiocese.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Join Sacred Heart School for 

Lessons & Carols 
Wednesday,  
December 18  

at 6 p.m. in the church. 

Preliminary planning is underway for the John & Frances Ice Food Pantry & 

Soup Kitchen.  Sacred Heart will host a weekly food pantry and soup kitchen on 
Sunday afternoons beginning in early 2020.  We will need many volunteers to 

make this weekly venture a success! 
 

Volunteers needed for the food pantry will include:   

greeters, stocking shelves, carrying items to vehicles. 
 

Volunteers for the soup kitchen will include:   
food prep, serving line, tables servers, clean-up. 

 
If you are interested in this project text CHARITY to 84576 to be added to 

the Social Justice Flocknote group and receive updates via email and text.   

Or call/email Marcie in the church office. 
 

Beginning January 1, 2020, all can and box food donations made to 
Sacred Heart will be retained by Sacred Heart for the food pantry.  

The Salvation Army would like to thank Sacred Heart parishioners for all of the 

past food donations and wish us well in this endeavor.   
 

All those who desire to volunteer with the food pantry  
and/or the soup kitchen MUST be Virtus trained.   

 

If you have taken the training in the past, you do not need to retake.   
However, you may need to update your background check and documents.  

The church office will contact you if this is the case. 
 

If you are not Virtus trained, please make plans to attend the 
upcoming training on Sunday, January 19 at 11 a.m. 

 

There is no cost to register.  Please pre-register and complete the required 
forms and background check online at www.virtusonline.org.  Please allow at 

least 30 minutes to complete the online registration process.   

If you have questions, please contact the church office.   
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Do you know of anyone in need of special assistance?  The Altar Society’s Special Needs Circle assists 

those in need of local transportation, meals and other needs.  Those in need do not need to be a Sacred 
Heart Parishioner.  If you know of anyone, please contact Barb Sheeley call/text 620.794.4361. 

It’s not too late to donate... 
For the last two years we’ve presented special projects or 

needs around campus for this day.  
 

This year we would like to propose an  

audio/video system for the parish hall,  

which would benefit groups across campus.  

This project includes four 65” televisions to be mounted 

along the south wall of the parish hall, with a centralized 
Bose speaker that would allow for easy  

access, be it for microphone usage, background music, or audio accompanying the videos or presentations on the TV’s. 

Google Chromecast and Apple TV devices, along with a DVD player, will give users seamless access. 
 

The total costs will be right at $5,000, but the project can be phased in if we don’t meet the full goal. 
 

Donations may be made now through the kiosk in the church vestibule, or online at www.shemporia.org/donate and click 

on “DONATE.”  If you prefer to donate by cash or check, please designate your payment as “Giving Tuesday.” 

Conceptual image. 

A message from Spiritual Director, Jim Krueger:  If one were to consider spiritual 

direction it is important to ask “What is it?”  What does it mean to be “spiritually 
directed?”  The history of our Faith provides many examples where one individual 

provides essential help to another, but such a relationship depends on the needs 
of the person seeking advice and the availability of someone whose opinion they 

might accept. In 2013 the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas introduced a new program to train the laity to serve as 

spiritual directors.  Both Debra Williams and I were able to answer this call and completed a two-year spiritual direction 
program.  Spiritual direction can best be described as prayer mentorship; someone to work through whatever problems 

the person seeking help needs.  Accordingly, the relationship between the director and the individual must be clearly and 
firmly established, that is to recognize the specific situation the individual is experiencing.    

 

Looking to define spiritual direction I have found the words of Fathers William Barry and William Connolly (The Practice of 

Spiritual Direction) quite helpful - “spiritual direction is directly concerned with the person’s actual experiences of their  
relationship with God”.  To put it simply, the sole purpose in mentorship is to help the individual recognize, nourish, and 

develop his/her relationship with God.  It is important to state that the mentor does not establish this relationship; God 
has already initiated a relationship with the person.  It is the task of the mentor to help the individual recognize his/her 

relationship with God and, together with the mentor, discover new and fruitful ways to increase one’s awareness of how 

God relates to one whom He calls His own. This begins and ends with a prayer life which is unique to each person.   

 

If anyone one would like to discuss spiritual direction contact Jim Krueger at jkrueger7@hotmail.com or 620-757-1997. 

As you finish up your Christmas shopping,  
don’t forget to check Sacred Heart School off your list. 

mailto:jkrueger7@hotmail.com
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Congratulations  
Sacred Heart School and 

Church winners of the 
Parade  

Committee’s Award  
at the recent  

Christmas Parade on 
December 3!   

Thank you to all who 
participated in the float 
building and rode on the 

float! 
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Are you interested in learning a method of Natural Family Planning?   

Tom & Megan Mahoney offer courses on this method of NFP.  For more information please 
contact Megan at meganohayes@gmail.com or 314-610-3603.   

The cost is $120 for the course plus 1 year of personal follow up and charting support.  
A discount is available for enrolled college students.   

The Christmas season is such an exciting time, especially for children. As Thanksgiving ends and 

Christmas decorations begin to appear all around, you can feel the excitement and anticipation 
growing in the children by the day. The advent wreath gives them a visual countdown of how 

many weeks until Christmas is finally here. The Advent program happens, parties are planned, and 
presents begin appearing under the tree.  

 

At school, the challenge is to keep them focused on what really matters. Not the presents, the tree, or Santa Clause. Not 
the two weeks they will be out of school, though we are ALL excited about that! No, our challenge is to channel their 

excitement and anticipation towards the coming of Christ!  
 

Much like the children, I find myself caught up in the marketing of Christmas. What presents I need to buy for family 
and friends, planning parties and trips, and decorating the house. I, too, get excited when I hear certain songs or see 

It’s A Wonderful Life playing on TV. The excitement for a couple of weeks off and the anticipation of Christmas grows by 

the day. So for me, it is also important that I focus on what really matters. To remember that all of this excitement and 
anticipation is because we are preparing to celebrate the day God came to live among us. The day he took on our form 

so that we might one day be saved.  
 

What is so great about working with children is that you get constant reminders of why Jesus told us that we must be-

come like little children in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Yes, they are all very excited about what they might 
get for Christmas. More than that, however, they remember the reason for the season. They are excited to light the last 

candle of the Advent Wreath because it means Jesus is almost here. I think the words of one of our kindergartners sums 
up how we should all feel. “I don’t know why they call it Christmas. I think they should just call is Jesus’ birthday!” 

 
Darby O’Neill, SHS Principal 

Greetings from Fr. Emmanuel ~  I cordially greet you and pray all is well.  

I am pleased to learn of the generous donation of US$1,956 from the 
parishioners of Sacred Heart Church towards Our Lady of Fatima Parish, 

Mubende. Please know we are very grateful for this gesture of solidarity 
and support to us. Kindly convey our appreciation to the faithful.    

 

Looking ahead: This is to confirm my visit to Kansas. As regards to my 

visit to Emporia, I will be in Emporia the dates 26 Dec until 3 January.     

 

The Church during this Holy Season of Advent prays in the first weeks, 
“Let’s adore the Lord, the King of who is to come.”  Recently, I celebrated 

the First Sunday of Advent at St. John the Baptists Parish one of our 28  

parishes and was asked to officiate at the Confirmation of 195 candidates, 
and other functions of the day towards building the community and the 

Church.  It was a very humbling experience!   

 

We pray for the candidates and for the Church during this time of waiting that the Holy Spirit may prepare us to  
welcome Christ the Lord.  Have a blessed Advent. 

Sacred Heart will welcome Fr. Emmanuel from our sister parish Our Lady of Fatima, Uganda 
December 26 - January 3. 

 

Sacred Heart will also welcome Deacon Travis Meacum for a special Christmas concert  
immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Mass on December 28 in the Parish Hall. 

 

A reception hosted by the Altar Society for Fr. Emmanuel and Dcn. Travis will be on  
December 28 during the Christmas concert. 

 

All are invited! 

mailto:meganohayes@gmail.com
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To reach the online giving 
page through your  

Smartphone, scan the QR 
code to the left to signup & 

start giving!   It’s never been 
so easy & convenient to play 

your part in your parish’s 

Altar Society   
Kimberly Coleman ~ 620-255-1222 
 

Building & Grounds  
Steve Henry ~ 620-340-9586 

Fr. Brandon Farrar - extension 201 
Pastor 
fatherfarrar@shemporia.org 
 

Joan Dold - extension 255 
Director of Youth Formation 
joand@shemporia.org 
 

Michael Duryea - extension 209 
Music Director  
michaeld@shemporia.org 

Cemetery   
Dave Stout ~ 620-340-2663 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Brenda Mears ~ 620-344-2517 
shadoration@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council 
Ken Martell ~ 620-342-6039 

Sacred Heart School PTO 
Annette Legako ~ 620-794-2499  
 

Scouts  (open to boys and girls) 
Marc Fusaro ~ 479-280-8525 
 

Secular Franciscans 

Fran Hudson ~ 620-342-5039  
 

Stewardship  
Jeffrey Williams ~ 620-343-1919 

Marcie Logsdon - extension 200 
Pastoral & Administrative Assistant 
marciel@shemporia.org 
 

Lois Symmonds - extension 204 
Business Manager 
loiss@shemporia.org 
 

Blake Vajgrt - extension 205 
Director of  Evangelization 
blakev@shemporia.org 

Darby O’Neill - extension 251 
Principal 
doneill@shemporia.org 
 

Sammy Whitmore - extension 250 
School Secretary  
swhitmore@shemporia.org 
 

Monica Barnett - 620-343-7395 
Child Care Center Director           
mbarnett@shsemporia.eduk12.net 

Welcome New Parishioners  Please register at the Parish Office. 
Catechumenate (RCIA)  Those  desiring to enter our faith community are welcomed 
into the Catechumenate to begin Christian Initiation. Call the parish office. 
Baptism Preparation  Congratulations on your pregnancy or new arrival!  Contact the 
church office regarding preparation. The Sacrament of Baptism is administered on the 
first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am.  Must be registered parishioner for at least 
six months. 
Need Help With Prayer?  Spiritual direction is available on request with Fr. Farrar, 
Debra Williams or Jim Krueger.  Call the parish office. 
Marriage Preparation  Thinking about or already engaged? We’re happy to help  
celebrate your love in the Sacrament of Marriage. Make an appointment with the pastor 
at least nine months prior to wedding.  

Funeral Dinner Coordinators 
Cindy Lore ~ 620-366-2374 
Staci Hamman ~ 620-366-1031 
 

Knights of Columbus  
Matthew Coleman ~ 785-475-7324 
 

Marriage Encounter  
Thomas & Megan Mahoney 
308-641-6584 

Natural Family Planning                 
Richard & Janet Haag ~ 620-341-9079 
 

Parish Endowments  
James Kessler ~ 620-344-4323 
 

Prayer Chain 
Louise Wright  ~ 620-342-8624 
 

Pro-Life  

Kellie Vajgrt ~ 308-991-6981 

Sacred Heart School Commission 
Meredith Patterson ~ 620-340-2678 
    Alumni Committee 
     Marie Guion ~ 620-341-0683 
    Development Committee 
     Sarah McKernan ~ 620-794-2000 
     Staci Hamman ~ 620-366-1031    
   Marketing Committee 

      Nikki Metz ~ 620-481-1346  
    Operations Committee 
      Cindy Lore ~ 620-366-2374 

Week of  
December 07 - 08, 2019 

 

Envelopes ...............................$8161.50 
Electronic Withdraw………….…….$3808.00 
Collection Plate…………….….…....$2717.06 
Children’s Envelopes….….……….….$62.09 
Online/Kiosk..............................$388.00 

Total…...................$15136.65 
 
 

Advent Appeal……………….………….$20.00 
Building Fund…………..……….…..…$233.00 
Catholic Campaign……………………….$1.00 
Catholic Charities…………………….…$23.00 
Christmas………………………………..….$8.00 
Christmas Flowers………….………..$266.00 
Giving Tuesday………..……………...$500.00 
Guardian Angel…………..…..…..….$158.00 
Immaculate Conception…………….$824.00 
Religious Retirement Fund…..….$1056.00 
Sacred Space…………………………….$20.00 

 
Thank you! 

Catholic Schools Week 

January 26 - February 1, 2020 



Please submit can’t serve dates for JANUARY 2020 prior to December 16.   
Login to the MSP web terminal, call or email the parish office.  Thank you!  

7 

This Week 
Monday, December 16 
Third Monday of Advent 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday, December 17 
Third Tuesday of Advent 

5:30 pm  †  Anton Tan Van Nguyen 
 

Wednesday, December 18 
Third Wednesday of Advent 

8:15 am  †  Anton Tan Van Nguyen 
 

Thursday, December 19 
Third Wednesday of Advent 

8:15 am  † Howard & Mary Alice Goodwin 
 

Friday, December 20 
Third Friday of Advent 

8:15 am  † Lee Beran   
 

Saturday, December 21 
St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church 

5:30 pm  † Helen Farrar  
 

Sunday, December 22 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am  Karsten Whitmore 
9:30 am  Rodney Olson 
11:00 am  Sacred Heart Parishioners  

Mass Intentions  
Sunday, December 15 
10:45 am  CYF class K-8, school 
4:00 pm  Vespers & Virtue Ball 
5:00 pm  Vespers with Archbishop Naumann 
5:30 pm  Blessing of Capital Campaign  
Projects by Archbishop Naumann 
6:00 pm  Parish Pot-Luck 
Monday, December 16 
5:30 pm  Rosary Prayer Group, chapel 
6:00 pm  Renewal Prayer, PHall Mtg Rm 
6:15 pm  Cub Scouts, School 
Tuesday, December 17 
7:00 pm  Sacred Heart Advent Penance Svs 
Wednesday, December 18 
8:15 am  Mass 
5:30 pm  No Mass/Confessions 
6:00 pm  SHS Advent Program, Church 
7:00 pm  Youth Group 
Thursday, December 19 

10:00 am  The Lord book group, POffice  
2:00 pm  Presbyterian Manor Communion 
Service 
6:30 pm  RCIA, POffice 
Sunday, December 22 
NO CYF class K-8 
4:00 pm  Vespers & Virtue Ball 
No Lectio Divina, POffice 

Looking Ahead 
December 24:  Christmas Eve Mass 4:30p, 
6:30p, 8:30p 
December 25: Christmas Day Mass, 10a 
December 28:  Fr. Emmanuel visiting & 
Dcn. Travis Mecum Christmas Concert/
Reception 
December 31:  Vigil Mass, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, 6p 
January 1:  Holy Mary, Mother of God, Holy 
Day of Obligation, 10a 
January 9:  Pro-Life Committee Meeting 
January 12:  KofC Breakfast 
January 14:  Chi-em-Eats (parishioner 
owned restaurant) SHS Dining Night 
January 16:  Coffee with Seniors 
January 25:  Pitch Tournament, church 
basement 
January 26-February 1:  Catholic Schools 
Week 

January 26:  Catholic Schools Week begins 
with SHS all school Mass, 9:30a 
January 27:  Boxed with Love Food Pantry 
hosted by SHS 
February 1:  Youth Group Bierock Sales 
February 2:  Discipleship Presentation, 4p 
February 4:  Goodcents SHS Dining Night 
February 8:  Scouts Blue & Gold Banquet 
February 9:  KofC Breakfast 
February 26:  Ash Wednesday  
March 7:  Pitch Tournament 
March 8:  KofC Breakfast 
March 19:  Coffee with Seniors 
March 24:  Freddy’s SHS Dining Night  
April 4/5:  Altar Society Lenten Sale 

April 5:  KofC SUPER Breakfast 
April 12:  Easter Sunday 

Confessions 

Wednesdays 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Saturdays 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. 

or by appointment 

@sacredheartemporiaks  

Please support the  
advertisers on the back of 

The Memo.  Because of their 
generosity this  

publication is at no cost to 
the parish! 

Recordings of each Sunday’s 

homily can be found on our  
website shemporia.org/homilies 

We’re looking for  

Sacred Heart School alumni!  
 

We want you to… 

Keep in touch with classmates! 
Share stories and life experiences!  

Relive, reminisce and retell! 
Watch progress of your alma mater!  

 

 Submit your online 

shemporia.org/alumnireferral. 
 

We would love to get pictures of 
your memories!  Email them to 

alumni@shemporia.org   
Follow us on social media! 

Automated External  
Defibrillators (AED) are  

located in the north church 
entrance and near the  

principal’s office at SHS. 

mailto:alumni@shemporia.org

