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"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;  

and your neighbor as yourself." (Luke 10:27)  

Congratulations to our RCIA Candidates  
who received their sacraments on September 5. 

Bonnie Garcia, Brianna Cervantes, Matthew Hatcher, Brenda Cervantes, and Crystal Myrick.   

Also pictured is RCIA catechist Shawn Gerleman and Fr. Farrar.  Photo credit:  Kenny Rodriguez 

Sacred Heart School’s 47th Annual Mexican Supper  
is Friday, October 7!  Drive-thru only! 

Sacred Heart‟s PTO strives to provide a safe event for our volunteers & community. 

This year we will not be accepting peppers or homemade desserts.  These items will be purchased. 
This year, students will not be selling tickets.  Please purchase your meal ticket online or in the 

church office.  Tickets are $8 each.  Find the ticket link at shsemporia.org/mexican-supper. 
 

This year‟s menu:  2 soft tacos made with our Mexican Supper meat mixture, stuffed with lettuce & 

cheese; rice; chips & fresh salsa; and fresh baked dessert.  
 

Thank you in advance for supporting Sacred Heart School! 
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THANK YOU to all who continue to donate food or send monetary  

donations to the Ice Box!  Your generosity is overwhelming! 

Pre-packaged food pantry bags are available for pick-up  

every Sunday from 4 -5:30 p.m.  There is a limit of one bag per  
household per weekend.  To-go meals are served every  

Sunday beginning at 4 p.m. while supplies last.   

Please arrive on time.   

Masks must be worn. 
 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m. ~ in the 

church & Parish Hall as needed.  
 

Sunday, 8 a.m. ~ in the church & 

overflow in the Parish Hall. 
 

Sunday, 10 a.m. ~ in the church 
& overflow in the Parish Hall as 

needed.  Live-stream for at 
home viewers.    

Communion will be offered after 
Mass.  At home viewers are welcome 

to participate in communion  

beginning at 11 a.m.  Please proceed 
to the north church entrance. 

Canned Ravioli 

Applesauce 
Shelf-stable or  

Powdered Milk 
Crackers 

Granola Bars 

Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.  
Thursday, 5:30 p.m. 

Friday, 8:15 a.m. 
Weekday Mass goers, please use 

north church entrance only.  

Food donations can be dropped off in the 
north entrance of the church during church 
open hours.  Please do not bring your food 

donation to the church office. 

Requested donations this week:  

Canned Vegetables & Canned 
Fruits (we are dangerously low 

on these items). 

Sunday, September 6 

62 meals served & 
34 pantry bags given 

 
Sunday, September 13 

65 meals served & 

32 pantry bags given 

Confessions are currently heard 

in the Adoration chapel on 
Wednesdays beginning at 6 p.m. 

& Saturdays beginning  
at 6:15 p.m.   

Please enter through the north 

church entrance and proceed to the 
church nave to pray and/or examine 

your conscience.  Penitents will take 
turns proceeding to the chapel.   

Father‟s back is to the door so you 
can remain anonymous if desired.  

When you enter the chapel,  you 

may kneel or sit for your confession.  
Please keep social distancing in mind 

when standing in line for confession 
and when in the chapel. 

Curbside service  
every Sunday 4 - 5:30 p.m. 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly 
Canned Vegetables  

Canned Fruits 
Whole-Grain Cereal 

Pasta  

 

 

Tomato Pasta sauce  

(no glass) 
Rice  

Beans 
Mac & Cheese 

Canned Meats 

Canned Soups,  
Stews, Chili 
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Thank you to these  

individuals who are giving of 
their time and talents to be 

CYF catechists for this school 
year.  George Abel, Pami Drake, Sandy Eckert, 

Hailey Williams,  

Jolene Hosack, Mary Topper, Ellie Heit, Dennis 
Mosebey, Katie Dold, Teena & Jay Davies, Valerie 

Wilhelmson, Chloe Navarro, Diana Delgado, Colton 
Wellnitz, Anna Mahoney, Sarah Hill, Tonya Navarro,  

Ethan Lord, and Clara Ibarra. 
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Congratulations to  

Quinn Ryann McCracken 
daughter of Jake & Stephanie 

McCracken who was baptized at 
Sacred Heart on  

September 5, 2020. 

Classes for the Rite of  
Christian Initiation  

for Adults (RCIA) have  
begun.  Classes are every 

Thursday, at 6:30 p.m.  
in the Parish Hall. 

 

It’s not too late to join! 
 

If you know someone  
interested in learning more 

about the Catholic faith, 
please invite them to contact 

the church office. 

Congratulations to  

Victor & Erika Hernandez  
who were united in marriage at 

Sacred Heart on  
September 4, 2020 

A special thank you to  

Kenny DeDonder  
who helped maintain the  

Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Reading  
this summer by spraying the weeds  

along the roadway.  

Q:  Why do we celebrate Catechetical Sunday?   
 

A:  The mission of the church reflects the mission of 
Jesus to teach, preach, heal, and forgive. Through 

these acts, Jesus shares the good news of salvation 

and invites all people to share in the life and love of 
God. The church continues this mission in all its ministries, but especially, and 

perhaps most importantly, through catechesis.   
 

Catechetical Sunday is celebrated on the third Sunday of September. The task 
of handing on the Gospel is entrusted to the whole community, who by word 

and example, form young and new members in the way of the Gospel. Parish 
programs assist parents in teaching the basics of faith through liturgical  

experience, instruction, and faith formation. This ministry is essential for the 

parish to grow, for individuals to develop as believers, and for the ongoing 
spiritual formation of the whole community. It reminds the church that  

preaching the Gospel and growing in faith are essential to our sacramental 
practice and our liturgical prayer.  ©LPi 
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I listen to a lot of podcasts. Chances are if you see me with my headphones in I‟m listening to a 

podcast. In fact, I barely remember what music even is anymore. I‟ve been listening to Catholic 
Stuff You Should Know for almost 7 years and if you count listening to their entire archives then I‟ve 

been listening for the past ten plus years. I‟ll admit that the style of Catholic Stuff isn‟t for everyone 
(the banter haters be darned) but its content is always a worthwhile listen. ;) Knowing that these notes were coming due 

on this Catechetical Sunday, I had their recent episode “Sharing is Caring” in mind to offer a short review and  

summarization of the main points. 
 

Paragraph 2223 of the Catechism states: “Parents have the first responsibility for the education of their children. They 

bear witness to this responsibility first by creating a home where tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and  

disinterested service are the rule. The home is well suited for education in the virtues. This requires an apprenticeship in 
self-denial, sound judgment, and self-mastery -- the preconditions of all true freedom. Parents should teach their  

children to subordinate the „material and instinctual dimensions to interior and spiritual ones.‟ Parents have a grave  
responsibility to give good example to their children. By knowing how to acknowledge their own failings to their children, 

parents will be better able to guide and correct them.” 
 

All of us involved in religious education can hold this paragraph over parents‟ heads at times, cherry-picking the lines im-
portant to us. Namely, parents have the first responsibility for the education of the children. When we face difficulties in 

the classroom, we can feel as if it is not us but the parents who have failed in their responsibility. Of course, there are 

times when children are not being instructed in the faith and provided with moral formation at home, but this paragraph 
hints at something greater that a parent can provide. Parents‟ first job is to educate their children in Faith and be an  

image of God to them. To ask them to teach their children the entire catechism is nonsense (but it would be good to try). 
Many parents don‟t feel like they have the knowledge to instruct their children in the faith, which is only  

exacerbated when catechists take this wisdom from the Church out of context and increase the divide between home and 
the classroom. 
 

There are simple things you can do at home to live out this teaching and rightly assume your role as the primary  

educator of the faith in your home as well as to the people around you in the world. Here are the tips that the priests on 

Catholic Stuff You Should Know give out: 

1. Share your joy. One of the fruits of the spirit is joy. It spills over into every aspect of the life of the Christian. Take 

time to connect with people to learn what brings them joy: hobbies, foods, and expressions of faith. The sharing of the 

joy of life often becomes the door to sharing the joy of the spiritual life. 
2. Share your story. We should be able to point out influential moments in our lives and our lives of faith that have 

brought us to the current moment. You can‟t be the judge of your own story. Even if you think it is boring or uninspiring 

don‟t be the critic that stops yourself from witnessing the faith, because this happens so often. Don‟t worry that 

these  have to be instructional or the most elaborate details of your life. Sharing your story helps others see that God 
works and moves in our lives, in small and big ways. 
3.  Share your pain. Pain and suffering cannot be avoided in life, for it was by the crucifixion that Jesus overcame the 
world. When we brush off the unpleasant details we live in a false reality. Sharing your hardships with those you know 

and love helps alleviate your burden as well as offering opportunities for prayer and learning to share with the loved ones 

in your lives. 
 

This method works. Fr. Nathan Gobel is one of the priests that appears on the podcast. Fr. Nathan met Fr. Nick Blaha 

(yes, that Fr. Nick Blaha)  while attending the University of Illinois and was a member of Fr. Nick‟s Bible study back  

before either of them were priests. In the podcast, Fr. Nathan credits the quality of sharing the faith that is described 
above, witnessed by Fr. Nick, as an inspiration for his vocation to the priesthood. It is important to remember that these 

tips are not a three-point program but rather an invitation to your children and those whom you love to participate in the 
moments that changed your life in love and service of God. 
 

Go download “Sharing is Caring”, and start sharing today! 

Blake Vajgrt, Director of Evangelization 

Planned Giving Brief:  Have your plans changed during this difficult time? Socio, political, and economic changes in our 

society may have caused the need to provide and protect your family with a Will or Trust. With a trust your heirs will 
avoid probate and working with an estate planning advisor you can be very creative in structuring your bequests to  

maximize your financial resources for giving. Learn and explore ways to plan at CatholicPlannedGiving.org. 
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To reach the online giving 
page through your  

Smartphone, scan the QR 
code to the right to signup & 
start giving!  It‟s never been 
so easy & convenient to play 

your part in your parish‟s 
financial life! 

Altar Society   
Linda DeDonder ~ 620-412-6065 
 

Building & Grounds  
Steve Henry ~ 620-340-9586 

Fr. Brandon Farrar - extension 201 
Pastor 
fatherfarrar@shemporia.org 
 

Joan Dold - extension 255 
Director of Youth Formation 
joand@shemporia.org 
 

Michael Duryea - extension 209 
Music Director  
michaeld@shemporia.org 

Cemetery   
Dave Stout ~ 620-340-2663 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Brenda Mears ~ 620-344-2517 
shadoration@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council 
Ken Martell ~ 620-342-6039 

Sacred Heart School PTO 
Breeana Urrutia ~ 910-320-6112 
 

Scouts  (open to boys and girls) 
Marc Fusaro ~ 479-280-8525 
 

Secular Franciscans 

Fran Hudson ~ 620-342-5039  
 

Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry 
Christina Acosta-Lane ~ 620-757-5000 
 

Stewardship  
Jeffrey Williams ~ 620-343-1919 

Marcie Logsdon - extension 200 
Pastoral & Administrative Assistant 
marciel@shemporia.org 
 

Lois Symmonds - extension 204 
Business Manager 
loiss@shemporia.org 
 

Blake Vajgrt - extension 205 
Director of  Evangelization 
blakev@shemporia.org 

Darby O’Neill - extension 251 
Principal 
doneill@shemporia.org 
 

Sammy Whitmore - extension 250 
School Secretary  
swhitmore@shemporia.org 
 

Monica Barnett - 620-343-7395 
Child Care Center Director           
mbarnett@shsemporia.eduk12.net 

Welcome New Parishioners  Please register at the Parish Office. 
Catechumenate (RCIA)  Those  desiring to enter our faith community are welcomed into the Catechumenate to begin Christian  
Initiation. Call the parish office. 
Baptism Preparation  Congratulations on your pregnancy or new arrival!  Contact the church office regarding preparation. The  
Sacrament of Baptism is administered on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am.  Must be registered parishioner for at least six 
months. 
Need Help With Prayer?  Spiritual direction is available on request with Fr. Farrar, Debra Williams or Jim Krueger.  Call the parish 
office. 
Marriage Preparation  Thinking about or already engaged? We‟re happy to help celebrate your love in the Sacrament of Marriage. 
Make an appointment with the pastor at least nine months prior to wedding.  

Funeral Dinner Coordinators 
Cindy Lore ~ 620-366-2374 
Staci Hamman ~ 620-366-1031 
 

Knights of Columbus  
Matthew Coleman ~ 785-475-7324 
 

Marriage Encounter  
Thomas & Megan Mahoney 
308-641-6584 

Natural Family Planning                 
Richard & Janet Haag ~ 620-341-9079 
 

Parish Endowments  
James Kessler ~ 620-344-4323 
 

Prayer Chain 
Louise Wright  ~ 620-342-8624 
 

Pro-Life  

Kellie Vajgrt ~ 308-991-6981 

Sacred Heart School Commission 
Meredith Patterson ~ 620-340-2678 
    Alumni Committee 
     Marie Guion ~ 620-341-0683 
    Auction Committee 
      Scott Tajchman ~ 620-341-9514 
    Development Committee 
     Sarah McKernan ~ 620-794-2000 
     Staci Hamman ~ 620-366-1031    

   Marketing Committee 
      Nikki Metz ~ 620-481-1346  
    Operations Committee 
      Cindy Lore ~ 620-366-2374 

Week of September 05 - 06, 2020 
 

Envelopes ...............................$6673.00 
Electronic Withdraw………….…….$3808.00 
Collection Plate………..…………..….$810.51 
Children‟s Envelopes….…..…………...$8.01 
Online/Kiosk.............................$2218.00 

Total......................$13517.52 
 
 

Building Fund…….………….……...…$331.00 
Catholic University……………………..$85.00 
Ice Box………………………...…...…..$200.00 
Religious Ed…….………………………$187.00 
Sacred Heart School.………..…..….$687.00 
The Leaven…………………………..…$298.00 

Week of September 12 - 13, 2020 
 

Envelopes ...............................$6360.00 
Collection Plate………..…………….$2639.00 
Children‟s Envelopes….……………...$24.27 
Online/Kiosk..............................$957.00 

Total........................$9980.27 
 
 

Building Fund…….………….……...…$157.00 
Catholic University……………………$133.00 
Religious Ed…….…………..……………$32.00 
Sacred Heart School.………..…..….$677.00 
The Leaven…………………………..…$541.00 

 

Thank you! 
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This Week 
Monday, September 21 
St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
No Mass 
 

Tuesday, September 22 
Twenty-Fifth Tuesday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 pm  †  Anton Tan Van Nguyen 
 

Wednesday, September 23 
St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 

5:30 pm  Ed & Alice Erickson Family 
  

Thursday, September 24 
Twenty-Fifth Thursday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 pm  Erpelding & Trear Families 
 

Friday, September 25 
Twenty-Fifth Friday in Ordinary Time 

8:15 am  † Bill Selbe 
 

Saturday, September 26 
Twenty-Fifth Saturday in Ordinary Time 

5:30 pm  † Wilber & Mildred O‟Mara 
 

Sunday, September 27 
Twenty-Sixfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am  Pedro & Nica Nora Rangel Family 
10:00 am  Sacred Heart Parishioners   

Mass Intentions  
Sunday, September 20 
10:00 am  Livestream Mass 
11:00 am  CYF grades K-8 
4:00 pm  Ice Box Drive-Thru 
Monday, September 21 
6:15 pm  Cub Scouts, SHS Playground 
7:00 pm  Boy Scouts, SHS Playground 
Tuesday, September 22 
6:05 pm  Finance Council 
Wednesday, September 23 
6:00 pm  Confessions, Chapel 
7:00 pm  Youth Group, church parking lot 
7:00 pm  CYF grades 6-8 
Thursday, September 24 
6:30 pm  RCIA Class, PHall 
Friday, September 25 
11:30 am Didde Taco Fry til 6:30 pm 

Saturday, September 26 
6:15 pm  Confessions, Chapel 
Sunday, September  
10:00 am  Livestream Mass 
11:00 am  CYF grades K-8 
4:00 pm  Ice Box Drive-Thru 

Until further notice,  
confessions are heard in the  

Adoration Chapel: 
  

Wednesdays 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
and 

Saturdays 6:15 - 7:00 p.m. 

@sacredheartemporiaks  

Please support the  
advertisers on the back of 

The Memo.  Because of their 
generosity this  

publication is at no cost to 
the parish! 

Recordings of each Sunday’s 

homily can be found on our  
website shemporia.org/homilies 

We’re looking for  

Sacred Heart School alumni!  
We want you to… 

Keep in touch with classmates! 
Share stories and life experiences!  

Relive, reminisce and retell! 
Watch progress of your alma mater!  

 Submit your online 

shemporia.org/alumnireferral. 
 

We would love to get pictures of 
your memories!  Email them to 

alumni@shemporia.org   
Follow us on social media! 

Automated External  
Defibrillators (AED) are  

located in the north church 

entrance and near the  
principal‟s office at SHS. 

The church is open  
for private prayer  

 

Monday - Friday 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and weekends 
Noon to 6 p.m. 

Masks are required  

to attend public Mass.   

The church office is  
open to the public  
Monday - Thursday  

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-
5 [5]/Mt 9:9-13  
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 
27, 30, 34. 35, 44 [35]/Lk 8:19-21  
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9/Ps 119:29, 72, 
89, 101, 104, 163 [105]/Lk 9:1-6  
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 
12-13, 14 and 17bc [1]/Lk 9:7-9   
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 
3-4 [1]/Lk 9:18-22  
Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-
6, 12-13, 14 and 17 [1]/Lk 9:43b-45  
Next Sunday: Ez 18:25-28/Ps 25:4-5, 6
-7, 8-9 [6a]/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 
21:28-32 

mailto:alumni@shemporia.org



