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"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;  

and your neighbor as yourself." (Luke 10:27)  
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THANK YOU to all who continue to donate food or send monetary  

donations to the Ice Box!  Your generosity is overwhelming! 

Pre-packaged food pantry bags are available for pick-up  

every Sunday from 4 -5 p.m.  There is a limit of one bag per  
household per weekend.  To-go meals are served every  

Sunday beginning at 4 p.m. while supplies last.   

Please arrive on time.   

Masks must be worn. 
 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m. ~ in the 

church & Parish Hall as needed.  
 

Sunday, 8 a.m. ~ in the church & 

overflow in the Parish Hall. 
 

Sunday, 10 a.m. ~ in the church 
& overflow in the Parish Hall.  

Live-stream for at  
home viewers.    

At home viewers are welcome to  
participate in communion beginning 

at 11 a.m.  Please come to 

the parish hall. 

Canned Ravioli 

Applesauce 
Shelf-stable or  

Powdered Milk 
Crackers 

Granola Bars 

Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.  
Thursday, 5:30 p.m. 

Friday, 8:15 a.m. 
Weekday Mass goers, please use 

north church entrance only.  

Food donations can be dropped off in the north 

entrance of the church during church open 
hours.  Please do not bring your food donation  

to the church office. 

Requested donations this 

week:  meal kits  
(i.e. Hamburger Helper), 

small boxes of cereal,  
canned fruit. 

Sunday, December 20 

63 meals served & 
30 pantry bags given 

Confessions are heard in the 

Confessional using the 
anonymous screen side only.   

No face-to-face. 
Wednesdays beginning at 6 p.m. 

& Saturdays beginning  

at 6:15 p.m.   
Please enter through the north 

church entrance and proceed to the 
church nave to pray and/or examine 

your conscience.  Penitents should 
make a line along the north church 

wall keeping distancing in mind.  

Curbside service  
every Sunday 4 - 5 p.m. 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly 
Canned Vegetables  

Canned Fruits 
Whole-Grain Cereal 

Pasta  

 

 

Tomato Pasta sauce  

(no glass) 
Rice  

Beans 
Mac & Cheese 

Canned Meats 

Canned Soups,  
Stews, Chili 

The Ice Box is looking for volunteers! 
The John & Frances Ice Soup Kitchen & Food  

Pantry operates every Sunday to serve those in need.  

We are looking for more volunteers willing to help!  You 
will work with 4-5 other individuals while social  

distancing and wearing masks.  Would you consider  

volunteering?  All volunteers must be Virtus trained.  
Please contact the church office to learn more about 

Virtus training and/or volunteering for the Ice Box. 
The following volunteer positions are needed:  

Food prep, Servers, Greeter, Meal Runner 

You can learn more about each position at  
shemporia.org/soup-kitchen-food-pantry 

When shopping for your food pantry items, consider choosing items that 

are labeled Box Tops for Education.  You can contribute to the food pantry 
AND Sacred Heart School at the same time! 
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Since I’m writing this bulletin article on the 22nd day of December I feel licensed to say: Merry 

Christmas! Ho Ho Ho! 
  

Christmastide is always a time of reflection for me. I was having a discussion with some friends of 

mine recently about natural events and supernatural events and the relation between the two. It’s 

amazing to ponder the birth of Jesus: every birth is such a natural and yet amazing event, but to add to it the reality 
that here at this miraculous birth is the same Person who created all things in the beginning, and now he has humbled 

himself to be born of a woman, born like us, born as one of us. What a fitting and miraculous way for God to reunite 
himself with us after we had sinned and fallen away: to take on our flesh and be born, so mending the bridge that had 

been destroyed in the garden of Eden. We are now his flesh and blood: he in the Father, he in us, us in him, God with 

us. Praise be God! 
  

I am looking forward to hearing the reading from the Gospel of John, chapter 1, at the Christmas Masses: in the  

beginning was the Word. And that Word in the beginning is the same Word that was born in the manger at Bethlehem 

all those years ago. There is a strong connection between the Incarnation and the Birth of Jesus. God became man 
when Mary said “yes!” to the angel Gabriel and the Word became flesh in her womb. But we did not see his face until 

Christmas. “And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face”, you may have heard me sing at  
communion this Advent. To what can we compare this miracle, this gift of gifts? What more could God have given us, 

but himself? I love to think of the devil stamping his feet in frustration and the baby Jesus simply giggling in reply. Yay! 

We win! 
  

Merry Christmas, all! And I can’t help but add, from my favorite Christmas movie ever, “Merry Christmas, Mr. Potter!!!” 
 

Michael Duryea, Music Director 

Q:  Besides the Wise Men, what is significant about the Epiphany?  
 

A:  Epiphany means “manifestation,” or public display. The feast is usually celebrated January 6. 
In the US, it is celebrated on the Sunday nearest to January 6. It originates from a story unique to 

Matthew (2:1-12). Magi from the East come to offer homage to the newborn King, presenting him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   
 

This part of Matthew’s infancy narrative differs from Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus. In Luke there are no Magi, star, 
nor gifts. Luke has Jesus being born in a stable after Mary and Joseph’s long travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Matthew 

seems to have the family living in a house in Bethlehem, where the Magi find them.   
 

Why these differences? They stem from the needs and concerns of the audience the authors were addressing, as well as 
the theological stance of each author. Knowing the original intention helps get at the correct interpretation of the text.  

 

Since Matthew was writing primarily to a Jewish community, his concern was to show that Jesus did not come just for 

Jews, but for Gentiles as well. From his very birth, Jesus not only manifests himself to Jews, but also to Gentiles, who are 
prominently included in the manifestation, symbolized by the Magi and their journey. This is the most significant aspect 

of the feast of Epiphany. How do you manifest Jesus to all with whom you come into contact? ©LPi 

The Knights of  

Columbus would like to thank all 
who donated to the December 

Baby Shower that benefited the 
Shiloh House.  Your generosity 

was overwhelming.   

The Shiloh House is greatly  
appreciative of all of the  

donations.  Thank you. 

“Coping with Life Alone” 

 - Peer-To-Peer Grief Support –  
NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE  

"Coping with Life Alone ®" is a  
Beginning Experience® grief support program that meets 

each week for 8 weeks. The program helps those who 

have lost a love relationship due to death, divorce or 
separation, move through the experience of grief and 

loss into a future with renewed hope.  
 

Upcoming program dates: February 1 through April 5, 2021, 10 sessions  
Monday evenings, 6:30pm to 8:30pm Cost: $50  

This session will be held online using Zoom and requires internet access.  
Please register in advance and receive the program workbook plus detailed 

Zoom meeting instructions by going to www.beginningexperiencekc.org.  

For additional information please contact Donna at (816-305-3760) 
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The Kansas Mass, March & Rally for Life will take place this year in Topeka, KS on  

Thursday, January 21, 2021 to observe the National Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children and the 
48th anniversary of Roe vs. Wade. Let’s stand up for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life,  

in penance for the over 60 million lives lost, and to end violations to the dignity of the human person 
- both child and mother - committed through the act of abortion! 

 

Unfortunately, due to Covid gathering restrictions, in-person Mass attendance this year is by invitation only.  

All are invited to join in the March for Life from the Topeka Performing Arts Center to the  
Kansans for Life Rally at the State Capitol steps. 
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Track the progress of your  

Spiritual Adoption! 

Second Trimester 

At the beginning of the second  
trimester, babies are about 3 1/2 

inches long and weigh about 1 1/2 
ounces. Tiny, unique fingerprints are 

now in place, and the heart pumps 

25 quarts of blood a day. As the 
weeks go by, your baby's skeleton 

starts to harden from rubbery  
cartilage to bone, and he or she  

develops the ability to hear. The 
Mother will  likely feel kicks and 

flutters soon if they haven't already. 

14 weeks pregnant:  Your baby’s 

tiny features are making different 
expressions.  The mother may be 

feeling more energetic and less 
nauseated.  ©BabyCenter 

Tom & 
Megan  
Mahoney 
along with 
Dan & Joan 
Dold are 
beginning a 

Marriage & Family Ministry at Sacred 
Heart. 

 
Marriage is vital, especially in the 

trials that we are now facing. Your  

sacrament is precious, not only to 
you and your spouse, but to our 

community. The Mahoneys and 
Dolds hope to build a Marriage & 

Family ministry here at Sacred Heart 
that will recognize and support  

marriages and families through 

shared faith, values and activities. 
We will be starting small due to the 

pandemic, but it too will pass  
eventually and then, hopefully, we 

will be able to expand. First, we will 

pray monthly for the married couples 
here at Sacred Heart in a Mass  

petition. We would also like to  
recognize anniversaries each month 

in the bulletin. Iff you would allow 
us to thank you for your witness 

through marriage, contact the 

church office or complete the Google 
Survey in the weekly this-n-that 

eNewsletter with your name and 
anniversary date.  

 

Lastly, we are starting a marriage  
enrichment 

group that will 
meet monthly on 

Zoom. We are 
going to start by 

reading and  

discussing 21 
Undeniable  
Secrets of  
Marriage by  

Dr. Allen Hunt in 

January. Please 
contact Megan Mahoney at  

meganohayes@gmail.com to sign 
up.   Possible ideas for future  

activities include parenting groups, 

mentoring, an Anniversary Supper, 
and more. If you would like to be 

involved, please contact Megan  
Mahoney. 

It’s not too late to contribute 
to the SHS Advent Appeal!  

Your support is  
greatly appreciated! 

Catholic Schools Week  

will be celebrated at  
Sacred Heart School 

January 24 - 30, 2021. 

https://www.babycenter.com/16-weeks-pregnant
https://www.babycenter.com/16-weeks-pregnant
https://www.babycenter.com/19-weeks-pregnant
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To reach the online giving 
page through your  

Smartphone, scan the QR 
code to the right to signup & 
start giving!  It’s never been 
so easy & convenient to play 

your part in your parish’s 
financial life! 

Altar Society   
Linda DeDonder ~ 620-412-6065 
 

Building & Grounds  
Steve Henry ~ 620-340-9586 

Fr. Brandon Farrar - extension 201 
Pastor 
fatherfarrar@shemporia.org 
 

Joan Dold - extension 255 
Director of Youth Formation 
joand@shemporia.org 
 

Michael Duryea - extension 209 
Music Director  
michaeld@shemporia.org 

Cemetery   
Dave Stout ~ 620-340-2663 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Brenda Mears ~ 620-344-2517 
shadoration@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council 
Ken Martell ~ 620-342-6039 

Sacred Heart School PTO 
Breeana Urrutia ~ 910-320-6112 
 

Scouts  (open to boys and girls) 
Marc Fusaro ~ 479-280-8525 
 

Secular Franciscans 

Fran Hudson ~ 620-342-5039  
 

Soup Kitchen/Food Pantry 
Christina Acosta-Lane ~ 620-757-5000 
 

Stewardship  
Jeffrey Williams ~ 620-343-1919 

Marcie Logsdon - extension 200 
Pastoral & Administrative Assistant 
marciel@shemporia.org 
 

Lois Symmonds - extension 204 
Business Manager 
loiss@shemporia.org 
 

Blake Vajgrt - extension 205 
Director of  Evangelization 
blakev@shemporia.org 

Darby O’Neill - extension 251 
Principal 
doneill@shemporia.org 
 

Sammy Whitmore - extension 250 
School Secretary  
swhitmore@shemporia.org 
 

Monica Barnett - 620-343-7395 
Child Care Center Director           
mbarnett@shemporia.org 

Welcome New Parishioners  Please register at the Parish Office. 
Catechumenate (RCIA)  Those  desiring to enter our faith community are welcomed into the Catechumenate to begin Christian  
Initiation. Call the parish office. 
Baptism Preparation  Congratulations on your pregnancy or new arrival!  Contact the church office regarding preparation. The  
Sacrament of Baptism is administered on the first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am.  Must be registered parishioner for at least six 
months. 
Need Help With Prayer?  Spiritual direction is available on request with Fr. Farrar, Debra Williams or Jim Krueger.  Call the parish 
office. 
Marriage Preparation  Thinking about or already engaged? We’re happy to help celebrate your love in the Sacrament of Marriage. 
Make an appointment with the pastor at least nine months prior to wedding.  

Funeral Dinner Coordinators 
Cindy Lore ~ 620-366-2374 
Staci Hamman ~ 620-366-1031 
 

Knights of Columbus  
Matthew Coleman ~ 785-475-7324 
 

Marriage Encounter  
Thomas & Megan Mahoney 
308-641-6584 

Natural Family Planning                 
Richard & Janet Haag ~ 620-341-9079 
 

Parish Endowments  
James Kessler ~ 620-344-4323 
 

Prayer Chain 
Louise Wright  ~ 620-342-8624 
 

Pro-Life  

Kellie Vajgrt ~ 308-991-6981 

Sacred Heart School Commission 
Meredith Patterson ~ 620-340-2678 
    Alumni Committee 
     Marie Guion ~ 620-341-0683 
    Auction Committee 
      Scott Tajchman ~ 620-341-9514 
    Development Committee 
     Sarah McKernan ~ 620-794-2000 
     Staci Hamman ~ 620-366-1031    

   Marketing Committee 
      Nikki Metz ~ 620-481-1346  
    Operations Committee 
      Cindy Lore ~ 620-366-2374 

Week of December 19 - 20, 2020 
 

Envelopes ...............................$5339.00 
Collection Plate………..…………….$1613.00 
Electronic Withdraw……….……….$7488.00 
Children’s Envelopes….……………...$16.27 
Online/Kiosk.............................$4152.00 

Total......................$18608.27 
 
 

Advent Appeal/SHS…………………..$515.00 
Building Fund…….……………..…..…$252.00 
Catholic Charities……………………….$63.00 
Christmas……………………………….…$98.00 
Christmas Flowers………….…….……$83.00 
Ice Box……………………………..……$385.00 
Initial Offering…………………………..$10.00 
Immaculate Conception……………..$73.00 
Mary, Mother of God Solemnity…..$23.00 
Retired Religious………………..…...$198.00 
Sacred Heart School.…….………….$428.00 
The Leaven………………………………...$5.00 

 

Thank you! 
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This Week 
Monday, January 4 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday, January 5 
St. John Neumann, Bishop 

5:30 pm  † Paul Shinseki 
 

Wednesday, January 6 
St. André Bessette, Religious 

5:30 pm  †  Lee Beran 
  

Thursday, January 7 
St. Raymond of Peñafort, Priest 

5:30 pm  †  Scotty Hudson 
 

Friday, January 8 
Friday during Christmas 

8:15 am  Bill Selbe† & family 
 

Saturday, January 9 
Saturday during Christmas 

5:30 pm  † John & Emelia Rangel 
 

Sunday, January 10 
Baptism of the Lord 

8:00 am  † Cherri Lopez 
10:00 am  Sacred Heart Parishioners   

Mass Intentions  
Sunday, January 3 
10:00 am  Livestream Mass 
4:00 pm  Ice Box Drive-Thru 
Monday, January 4 
6:15 pm  Cub Scouts 
7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 
Thursday, January 7 
6:30 pm  RCIA, PHall 
Sunday, January 10 
10:00 am  Livestream Mass 
11:00 am  CYF grades K-8 
4:00 pm  Ice Box Drive-Thru 

Looking Ahead 

Confessions are heard in the  
the confessional using the 

anonymous screen side only: 
  

Wednesdays 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
and 

Saturdays 6:15 - 7:00 p.m. 

@sacredheartemporiaks  

Please support the  
advertisers on the back of 

The Memo.  Because of their 
generosity this  

publication is at no cost to 
the parish! 

Recordings of each Sunday’s 

homily can be found on our  
website shemporia.org/homilies 

We’re looking for  

Sacred Heart School alumni!  
We want you to… 

Keep in touch with classmates! 
Share stories and life experiences!  

Relive, reminisce and retell! 
Watch progress of your alma mater!  

 Submit your online 

shsemporia.org/stay-connected . 
 

We would love to get pictures of 
your memories!  Email them to 

alumni@shemporia.org   
Follow us on social media! 

Automated External  
Defibrillators (AED) are  

located in the north church 

entrance and near the  
principal’s office at SHS. 

The church is open for  
private prayer during  
the following hours:   
Mon. 6 a.m. to 4 p.m.   

Tues., Wed., Thur. 
 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

Fri. 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and weekends Noon to 4 p.m. 

Masks are required to attend 

public Mass.  Please bring your 
own face covering.  

A limited supply of  
disposable masks 

is available if you 

forget to bring 
your own.  Thank 

you for your  
cooperation. 

The church office is  
open to the public  

Monday - Wednesday  
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Closed Friday 

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-
12a [8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-
8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34-44 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 
10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52 
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 
and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-
15, 19-20 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16  
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 
5 and 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30 
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 
3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-
11 or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 
[3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11 

January 11:  Archbishop’s Call to Share 
letters begin to arrive in mailboxes 
January 12:  SHS Dining Night at 6th 
Ave. McDonald’s, 4-8pm 
January 13:  Adoration & Benediction 
January 24-30:  Catholic Schools Week 
February 2:  Discipleship Presentation 
February 9:  SHS Dining Night at Billy 
Sims 5-8pm 
February 10:  Adoration & Benediction 
February 17:  Ash Wednesday  
March 8:  SHS Kindergarten RoundUp 
March 10:  Adoration & Benediction 
April 4:  Easter Sunday 
April 14:  Adoration & Benediction 
April 25:  Discipleship Presentation 

mailto:alumni@shemporia.org

