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"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind;  

and your neighbor as yourself." (Luke 10:27)  

December 24 
Christmas Eve 

4:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. 
8:30 p.m. 

 
December 25 
Christmas Day 

10 a.m. 
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Bulletin Announcements are due by Noon, Monday to appear in next week’s bulletin.  Thank you!   

“Building Community, Strengthening Lives.” 

All funds collected will be used to help homeless families in our community.  “Club 273” pledge 
cards are available in the west and north entrances.  Your donation of $273 per year will help 

Family Promise provide services to families in need. 

When we feed the hungry, take care of the sick, and welcome the stranger,  

we are also serving Jesus himself.  Your donation to the Christmas collection will help Catholic Charities of 
Northeast Kansas provide programs & services to people in need throughout all 21 counties  

of the Archdiocese.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Preliminary planning is underway for the John & Frances Ice Food Pantry & Soup Kitchen.  Sacred Heart will host a 

weekly food pantry and soup kitchen on Sunday afternoons beginning in early 2020.   
We will need many volunteers to make this weekly venture a success! 

 
Volunteers needed for the food pantry will include:  greeters, stocking shelves, carrying items to vehicles. 

 

Volunteers for the soup kitchen will include:  food prep, serving line, tables servers, clean-up. 
 

If you are interested in this project text CHARITY to 84576 to be added to the Social Justice Flocknote group and  
receive updates via email and text.  Or call/email Marcie in the church office. 

 

Beginning January 1, 2020, all food donations made to Sacred Heart  
will be retained by Sacred Heart for the food pantry.   

The Salvation Army would like to thank Sacred Heart parishioners for all of the past food donations  
and wish us well in this endeavor.   

 

All those who desire to volunteer with the food pantry  
and/or the soup kitchen MUST be Virtus trained.   

 

If you are not Virtus trained, please make plans to attend the upcoming training on  
Sunday, January 19 at 11 a.m. 

 
If you have taken the training in the past, you do not need to retake.   

However, you may need to update your background check and documents.   

The church office will contact you if this is the case. 
 

There is no cost to register.  Please pre-register and complete the required forms and background check online at 
www.virtusonline.org.  Please allow at least 30 minutes to complete the online registration process.   

If you have questions, please contact the church office.   

There will not be a weekday Mass on December 26. 

December 31 
Vigil of Holy Mary, Mother of God, 6 p.m. 

 

January 1 
Holy Mary, Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation), 10 a.m. 
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A support group for widows meets monthly.  This group offers emotional and spiritual support.   

This group of women meets the second Thursday of the month at 9:30 a.m.   

For more information contact Alice Forrester at 620-341-0408. 

Are you interested in learning a method of Natural Family Planning?   

Tom & Megan Mahoney offer courses on this method of NFP.  For more information please 
contact Megan at meganohayes@gmail.com or 314-610-3603.   

The cost is $120 for the course plus 1 year of personal follow up and charting support.  
A discount is available for enrolled college students.   

Mark your calendar for the next Pitch Tournament hosted by Sacred Heart’s Youth Group! 

Please join us for our next tournament on Saturday, January 25 from 7 to 9 p.m.  
in the Church Basement. Cash prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places plus door prizes.  

$10/person or $15/couple. 
Other tournament dates include:  March 7 & April 4  

It’s not too late to donate... 

Donations may be made now through the kiosk in the church vestibule, or online 

at www.shemporia.org/donate and click on “DONATE.”  If you prefer to donate by 
cash or check, please designate your payment as “Giving Tuesday.” 

A message from Spiritual Director, Jim Krueger:  If one were to consider spiritual 

direction it is important to ask “What is it?”  What does it mean to be “spiritually 
directed?”  The history of our Faith provides many examples where one individual 

provides essential help to another, but such a relationship depends on the needs 
of the person seeking advice and the availability of someone whose opinion they 

might accept. In 2013 the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas introduced a new program to train the laity to serve as 

spiritual directors.  Both Debra Williams and I were able to answer this call and completed a two-year spiritual direction 
program.  Spiritual direction can best be described as prayer mentorship; someone to work through whatever problems 

the person seeking help needs.  Accordingly, the relationship between the director and the individual must be clearly and 
firmly established, that is to recognize the specific situation the individual is experiencing.    

 

Looking to define spiritual direction I have found the words of Fathers William Barry and William Connolly (The Practice of 

Spiritual Direction) quite helpful - “spiritual direction is directly concerned with the person‟s actual experiences of their  
relationship with God”.  To put it simply, the sole purpose in mentorship is to help the individual recognize, nourish, and 

develop his/her relationship with God.  It is important to state that the mentor does not establish this relationship; God 
has already initiated a relationship with the person.  It is the task of the mentor to help the individual recognize his/her 

relationship with God and, together with the mentor, discover new and fruitful ways to increase one‟s awareness of how 

God relates to one whom He calls His own. This begins and ends with a prayer life which is unique to each person.   

 

If anyone one would like to discuss spiritual direction contact Jim Krueger at jkrueger7@hotmail.com or 620-757-1997. 

As you finish up your Christmas shopping,  
don’t forget to check Sacred Heart School off your list. 

The Blessed Sacrament will not be exposed for Adoration  
December 24 & 25 or December 31 & January 1.   

All Holy Hours are canceled for these dates.   
Thank you. 

mailto:meganohayes@gmail.com
http://www.shemporia.org/donate
mailto:jkrueger7@hotmail.com
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Sacred Heart will welcome Fr. Emmanuel from our sister parish Our Lady of Fatima, Uganda 
December 26 - January 3. 

 

Sacred Heart will also welcome Deacon Travis Meacum for a special Christmas concert  
immediately following the 5:30 p.m. Mass on December 28 in the Parish Hall. 

 

A reception hosted by the Altar Society for Fr. Emmanuel and Dcn. Travis will be on  
December 28 during the Christmas concert. 

 

All are invited! 

Each Advent season, we prepare to welcome Jesus into the inns and stables of 

our hearts. But Jesus‟ coming wasn‟t welcomed by everyone with choirs of  
angels. For St. Joseph, the first coming of Jesus was a bit more complicated. 

“When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived  
together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.” For Joseph,  

opening his heart (and home) to Jesus meant, at best, appearing to all the 

world like a man who had impregnated his wife out of wedlock. At worst, he 
appeared a cuckold, raising the child of another man. God doesn‟t always ap-

pear the way we expect. 
 

For some of us, the birth of Christ is a bit relationally complicated. Perhaps 
over the past few months, a loved one has died. This Christmas, you‟re taking 

it upon yourself to keep up the traditions and hold the family together.  
Welcoming Jesus means welcoming grief. Perhaps it‟s a difficult relative (or two 

or three) and it‟s all you can do to bite your tongue and swallow your pride 
while they‟re under your roof. Welcoming Jesus means welcoming strife,  

discord, and tension. 
 

Yet “do not be afraid,” the angel says. Do not be afraid. Why? Because we 

celebrate the birth of “Emmanuel, which means „God is with us.‟” Before Jesus‟ 
earthly ministry would begin, Jesus would lose his father, Joseph. God is with 

us in our grief. Wherever Jesus went, he stirred up controversy and faced 
down challenging personalities. God is with us in our stress. The trick is, like 

Joseph, to allow supernatural grace to prevail. Joseph was a good man, filled 
with natural virtue in that he didn‟t want to “expose [Mary] to shame.” Yet he 

was prepared to “divorce her quietly” all the same. Our natural abilities only 

take us so far. Where is receiving Jesus complicated this Christmas season? Are 
you relying on your own strength to get you through, or are you truly ready to 

accept the grace of Emmanuel, God with us?  ©LPi  

The church basement construction is complete! 
 

Childcare in the church basement will resume  
at the 11 a.m. Mass on Sunday, January 12. 

SHS Kindergartners decorate  

gingerbread houses. 
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This year‟s Christmas edition of Notes from the desk of is a compilation from our staff.  This year, 

we count and share our blessing with you. 
 

Fr. Farrar:  Often spontaneously, but always upon reflection, one extraordinary blessing that comes 

to my mind is that of being part of such a talented, faith-filled and generous team on campus here at Sacred Heart. From 

the office staff, to the teachers, principal and staff at school, to the Child Care Center…it‟s little wonder God has been 
able to do so much here. 
 

Another blessing that frequently comes to mind is our host of gracious volunteers. How little 

we could do without them! And while we have scores of exceptional ones, as I look back on 
this past year and the amount of material projects we‟ve taken on (Stations, School Gates, 

etc.), or projects that have come our way (think basement flooding), a special sense of  
gratitude wells up in my heart for Steve Henry and the good folks at Lore & Hagemann, and 

Coffelt Signs.   

 

Thank you all for your witness to the unmerited blessing of the Servant, Jesus Christ. Merry 
Christmas! 
 

Blake:  I'm most thankful for the work that Kellie and I have been able to do in paying down 

our student loan debt. We are like many people in our "generation" and are working hard to 

get out of the hole. I've channeled hours that I spent in leisure to extra work at a local store to help earn extra income. 
We've implemented a stricter budget and are using the debt snowball method to address this issue. The extra payments 

help obviously with financial freedom but this hardship has helped me realize my own limitations and the efficacy of  
sacramental grace. These blessings have become invaluable this year. It isn't always easy or fun to go to part-time work 

but I truly feel that God's grace gives me the strength to do so for the good of our hopes.   
 

Darby:  Blessings are so hard to count. If I really sat down and tried to name off all of the blessings in my life, I believe I 
would run out of time! However, this past year God has blessed me like never before. I am now married to my best 

friend and soul mate, Megan O'Neill. Yet God felt like that wasn't enough and decided our little family needed to grow, 

and we are now expecting our first child in May! I truly don't know how God could bless me any more than this. I am 
eternally grateful and humbled by the work of our God! 
 

Joan:  The blessing I want to acknowledge this year is my husband's talent.  God has gifted him with carpentry skills like 

He gave St. Joseph. There's nothing Dan cannot build. Beginning right after Christmas last year, Dan and my boys had a 
great time literally ripping off an old pantry addition to our house. For months I had blue foam board as the only barrier 

to the outside elements. From the outside, it looked like that part of the house just blew away. I did laundry at the 
neighbor's house for over a month (thank you Donna) and then in a cold shell of a space where I had to drain hoses  

after I was done to prevent freezing.  But slowly and steadily, the old has become new and better. Dan labors late in the 

night or in short bursts when he can recruit kids to help him up on the roof, or in solitude when he's planning and seeing 
his efforts become reality. Those talents are an amazing gift, and I am so blessed that Dan uses them to take care of me! 
 

Lois:  Count my blessings:  I feel blessed to be a Catholic, to be a part of the parish family at Sacred Heart, and to be 

with family and friends, especially at Christmas.  
 

Marcie:  While driving to school, Xavier and I often say a prayer of thanksgiving.  We give thanks to God for His blessings 

and ask our Guardian Angels to guide us as a good image of God throughout our day.  I frequently give thanks to God 

for allowing me to awaken for another day, for a husband who loves me unconditionally, for entrusting the care of Xavier 
to his father and I, for our Catholic faith and Catholic education, and of course, for the glorious sunshine.  :)  For these I 

truly am grateful to God.  However, when I prayerfully reflect on the specific blessings of this past year, I am most 
thankful for the Sacraments and my weekly Adoration Hour.  Experiencing God‟s grace, love, healing, and peace through 

the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist have been the greatest blessings of my year and frankly, of my entire 

life.  God‟s grace is an amazing blessing and for this, I am truly and humbly grateful. 
 

Michael:  The Lord has abundantly blessed our family with another child this year. Little Rafael is such a joy. I'm so 

blessed to love my job the way I do and to do such meaningful work for our community. Everyone in the family is healthy 

and the boys are a blessing that we could never be grateful for enough. Caspian is learning to read and Eliot sits and  
absorbs more than we know. And, I am married to the best person I know. Shaina's wisdom and patience and grace are 

the greatest blessing in my life. I thank God for her every day. The blessings are beyond count in my life. God's mercy 
endures forever. 

 

Monica:  I have so many things to be thankful for this time of year. I am extremely grateful for my family. My parents 
recently celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary and it was wonderful having everyone together.  
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To reach the online giving 
page through your  

Smartphone, scan the QR 
code to the left to signup & 

start giving!   It‟s never been 
so easy & convenient to play 

your part in your parish‟s 
financial life! 

Altar Society   
Kimberly Coleman ~ 620-255-1222 
 

Building & Grounds  
Steve Henry ~ 620-340-9586 

Fr. Brandon Farrar - extension 201 
Pastor 
fatherfarrar@shemporia.org 
 

Joan Dold - extension 255 
Director of Youth Formation 
joand@shemporia.org 
 

Michael Duryea - extension 209 
Music Director  
michaeld@shemporia.org 

Cemetery   
Dave Stout ~ 620-340-2663 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Brenda Mears ~ 620-344-2517 
shadoration@gmail.com 
 

Finance Council 
Ken Martell ~ 620-342-6039 

Sacred Heart School PTO 
Annette Legako ~ 620-794-2499  
 

Scouts  (open to boys and girls) 
Marc Fusaro ~ 479-280-8525 
 

Secular Franciscans 

Fran Hudson ~ 620-342-5039  
 

Stewardship  
Jeffrey Williams ~ 620-343-1919 

Marcie Logsdon - extension 200 
Pastoral & Administrative Assistant 
marciel@shemporia.org 
 

Lois Symmonds - extension 204 
Business Manager 
loiss@shemporia.org 
 

Blake Vajgrt - extension 205 
Director of  Evangelization 
blakev@shemporia.org 

Darby O’Neill - extension 251 
Principal 
doneill@shemporia.org 
 

Sammy Whitmore - extension 250 
School Secretary  
swhitmore@shemporia.org 
 

Monica Barnett - 620-343-7395 
Child Care Center Director           
mbarnett@shsemporia.eduk12.net 

Welcome New Parishioners  Please register at the Parish Office. 
Catechumenate (RCIA)  Those  desiring to enter our faith community are welcomed 
into the Catechumenate to begin Christian Initiation. Call the parish office. 
Baptism Preparation  Congratulations on your pregnancy or new arrival!  Contact the 
church office regarding preparation. The Sacrament of Baptism is administered on the 
first Saturday of each month at 10:00 am.  Must be registered parishioner for at least 
six months. 
Need Help With Prayer?  Spiritual direction is available on request with Fr. Farrar, 
Debra Williams or Jim Krueger.  Call the parish office. 
Marriage Preparation  Thinking about or already engaged? We‟re happy to help  
celebrate your love in the Sacrament of Marriage. Make an appointment with the pastor 
at least nine months prior to wedding.  

Funeral Dinner Coordinators 
Cindy Lore ~ 620-366-2374 
Staci Hamman ~ 620-366-1031 
 

Knights of Columbus  
Matthew Coleman ~ 785-475-7324 
 

Marriage Encounter  
Thomas & Megan Mahoney 
308-641-6584 

Natural Family Planning                 
Richard & Janet Haag ~ 620-341-9079 
 

Parish Endowments  
James Kessler ~ 620-344-4323 
 

Prayer Chain 
Louise Wright  ~ 620-342-8624 
 

Pro-Life  

Kellie Vajgrt ~ 308-991-6981 

Due to an early bulletin 
deadline, collection  
information will be  

published at a later date. 

Sacred Heart School Commission 
Meredith Patterson ~ 620-340-2678 
    Alumni Committee 
     Marie Guion ~ 620-341-0683 
    Development Committee 
     Sarah McKernan ~ 620-794-2000 
     Staci Hamman ~ 620-366-1031    
   Marketing Committee 

      Nikki Metz ~ 620-481-1346  
    Operations Committee 
      Cindy Lore ~ 620-366-2374 

Catholic Schools Week 

January 26 - February 1, 2020 



The JANUARY 2020 Ministry schedule is available!   
Login to the MSP web terminal, access the parish website or 

obtain a paper copy from the vestibule.    
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This Week 
Monday, December 23 
St. John of Kanty, Priest 

No Mass 
 

Tuesday, December 24 
Vigil of the Nativity of Our Lord 

4:30 pm  The Bichermeyer Family 
6:30 pm   †  Gloria Mosebey 
8:30 pm  Sacred Heart Parishioners 
 

Wednesday, December 25 
Nativity of Our Lord 

10:00 am  Christmas Flower Memorials 
 

Thursday, December 26 
St. Stephen, the First Martyr  

No Mass 
 

Friday, December 27 
St. John the Apostle and Evangelist  

8:15 am  Amelia Dold  
 

Saturday, December 28 
The Holy Innocents  

5:30 pm  Sacred Heart Parishioners  
 

Sunday, December 29 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

8:00 am  †  Patrick Tobin 
9:30 am  †  Irene Mader 
11:00 am  †  Jim & Marie Krueger  

Mass Intentions  
Sunday, December 22 
NO CYF class K-8 
4:00 pm  Vespers & Virtue Ball 
No Lectio Divina 
Monday, December 23 
5:30 pm  Rosary Prayer Group, chapel 
Tuesday, December 24 
Parish Office Closes Early 
Adoration Chapel Closed 
Wednesday, December 25 
Parish Office Closed 
Adoration Chapel Closed 
Thursday, December 26 
Parish Office Closed 
Adoration Chapel Closed 
Fr. Emmanuel arrives at Sacred Heart 
8:15 am  No Mass 
6:30 pm  RCIA, POffice 
Friday, December 27 

Parish Office Closed 
Saturday, December 28 
6:30 pm  Christmas Concert by Dcn. Travis & 
Reception for Fr. Emmanuel and Dcn. Travis, 
PHall 
Sunday, December 29 
No CYF class K-8 
No Vespers & Virtue Ball 
No Lectio Divina 

Looking Ahead 
December 31:  Vigil Mass, Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, 6p 
January 1:  Holy Mary, Mother of God, Holy 
Day of Obligation, 10a 
January 9:  Pro-Life Committee Meeting 
January 12:  KofC Breakfast 
January 14:  Chi-em-Eats (parishioner 
owned restaurant) SHS Dining Night 
January 16:  Coffee with Seniors 
January 25:  Pitch Tournament, church 
basement 
January 26-February 1:  Catholic Schools 
Week 
January 26:  Catholic Schools Week begins 
with SHS all school Mass, 9:30a 
January 27:  Boxed with Love Food Pantry 
hosted by SHS 
February 1:  Youth Group Bierock Sales 
February 2:  Discipleship Presentation, 4p 

February 4:  Goodcents SHS Dining Night 
February 8:  Scouts Blue & Gold Banquet 
February 9:  KofC Breakfast 
February 26:  Ash Wednesday  
March 7:  Pitch Tournament 
March 8:  KofC Breakfast 
March 19:  Coffee with Seniors 
March 24:  Freddy‟s SHS Dining Night  
April 4/5:  Altar Society Lenten Sale 
April 5:  KofC SUPER Breakfast 
April 12:  Easter Sunday 

Confessions 

Wednesdays 6:00 - 6:30 p.m. 
Saturdays 4:30 - 5:15 p.m. 

or by appointment 

@sacredheartemporiaks  

Please support the  
advertisers on the back of 

The Memo.  Because of their 
generosity this  

publication is at no cost to 
the parish! 

Recordings of each Sunday’s 

homily can be found on our  
website shemporia.org/homilies 

We’re looking for  

Sacred Heart School alumni!  
 

We want you to… 

Keep in touch with classmates! 
Share stories and life experiences!  

Relive, reminisce and retell! 
Watch progress of your alma mater!  

 

 Submit your online 

shemporia.org/alumnireferral. 
 

We would love to get pictures of 
your memories!  Email them to 

alumni@shemporia.org   
Follow us on social media! 

Automated External  
Defibrillators (AED) are  

located in the north church 
entrance and near the  

principal‟s office at SHS. 

mailto:alumni@shemporia.org

